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Curiosities of
the Confessional.

Henry Charles Lea Says That While
the Churchly Custom Mas Mad

Phases of Horror, It Is
Now Beneficial.

Henry Charlea Lea has given us a very
interesting book In "A History of Auricu¬
lar Confession and Indulgences in the
Lathi Church." It It not a polemical work,
and, although only the first volume has ap¬
peared, the matter of indulgences being left
to the second volume, there is a great fund
of curious Information presented, gathered
entirely from Catholic authorities, which
treats the subject of the confessional with
eo much learning and with such fresh light
that the concluding volume will be looked
for with interest.
Mr. Lea traces the ecclesiastical evolution

at the confessional with scholarly patience
from the first impulses of the primitive
Christians through all Its succeeding devel¬
opments. And In this growth of a tremend¬
ous concept Into practical church machin¬
ery we trace also the growth of the church
Itself.
The early Ohristlans for the most part

dealt, In their repentance, directly with God,
but gradually the idea of tan Intervening
and interceding church grew and estab¬
lished itself. The priest became a mediator
and the authority of Cyprian and Origen
was lent to the idea of a propitiating clergy.
Toward the close of the third century the
conviction was well established that bishops
had the power of remitting sins, and at the
close of the sixth century the church, com¬

ing in contact on all sides with barbarism,
adapted its machinery to the! conditions
of the times.

THE) CHURCH'S POWER INCREASERD.
When v. e reach the ninth and tenth cen¬

turies we find that the schoolmen had es¬

tablished the dogma that the church held
the power oJ,regulating th» salvation and

perdition of its adherents. This belief, Mr
Lea shows, was -founded on Scripturai war¬

rant, furnished in the passages: "And 1

will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom
of neaven, and whatsoever tnou shall uiud
on earth sbalt be bound in heaven,and what¬
soever thou shait loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.".Matthew, xvi., 10 etc.
From one postulate to another the school¬
men advanced through successive genera¬
tions, building up the complex fabric of
theology, the whole berug uuaiij moulded
into symmetry by the master hand of St.
Thomas Aquinas.It is with the formuiative work of this
great father that auricular confession takes
its place definitely in historic form, and we

furiiishi d with what were then held to
be the requisites of a complete confession.
Aquinas pointed out that a confession must
be full and faithful of ail mortal sins com¬
mitted. There was no such thing as par¬
tial confession or partial reconciliation to
God. If one sin was held back the whole
process was vitiated, and no amount of
contrition, penance or grief could atone fu.
the act. It was even better for the future
welfare of the soul that no confession at
all were made than that it were made par¬
tially.
In an age which had not yet freed it sell

from the superstitions of barbarism, oia I
can see what terrors would haunt ih<
guilty conscience of men and women wh<
had nor made a clean breast of their si? I
and ' who had secretly defrauded thf
church.' History, Indeed, is full of exam I
pies men and women who were driven
to despair and insanjtv and death bj
fear of vhat they had held back in dealing
with the priest. \

DIVIDING SOUL AND FLESH.
\ ery interesting is Mr. Lea's account of

the endeavors of the church to regulate
and guard the confessional from the human
frailties of the^ priest. The practiqe, as it

gtew in authority and power, was beset I
by problems that continually arose frpnt
the frailties of the confessors themselves.
Thus the rule of completeness in the con¬
fession had many exceptions. If there wt

danger to the priest in the avowal of :¦

it might be held back. If it wa q. si h
a nature as would tempt him. it might I
modified or suppressed. If the pries; v s

knar, ii fo have betrayed tin- secrets of the I
confessional to the injury (ft a v omaitj I
eon hi withhold that .vhich lie might -

irmaat her. »>»*. authority "l>oldJy de- I
Clares that a prudent God lo^s not require
concession when it would involve gruvv I
peril. lint .Mr. Lea oof. :bat .the I
general rule of luter theologian* has ij'"
to insist upon a complete confession.
Incompleteness in the avowals alsc

sprang from the impatience, .the indolence
and the perfunctorimss of priests who
were beset with, crowds and got througl
their work as quick!) as possibfe. Or
other occasions when the priest was called I
to the bedside of a man with the"tlague oi I
tho smallpox, it was ccs^.marv tn lister
to one sin and hurry absolution.
On great festal occasions, when the poo

pie thronged to the cities ami were a'.l
anxious to obtain some special 'indulgence
it was physically impossible ro hear a full
recntal of their sins, and tin- confession I
was cut down to a mere running acknowl¬
edgment. Out of this sprang the practice
of hearing confession in bulk and absolving
in bulk. This was un-avokkible in the
great emergencies of battle or shipwreck
and on such occasions the Church assumed
that the formula of the priesr. 'I absolve
you from your sins," was sufficient.

A PROBLEM AND A BURDEN.
One can easily understand that Id the

Middle A£9b, when the social condition*
were such that we can only partially un¬

derstand at present the license and the
abuse of power, the sex element was the
most difficult of all the problems which
the Church had to deal with in the con

fess* nal. The enormous advantage which
it gave to an unscropoloos priest was fully
recognized, and innumerable were the re¬
strictions and penalties that the Church
devised. Two curious facts come to light
in what were caHed divided confessions"
and written confessions. Women who
wer# quite willing to acknowledge venial
sin* to the priest of their Immediate com¬

munity sought out distant priests, to whom
they acknowledged the special sins which
affected their standing to social circles.
Mr. Lea says that this growing practice

fEIVx?® 1° Snati Vet?lty >f "Pinions In

lei?w device women who
b,le *T<? t0 retain some

Tho ^repute I? thelr own neighborhoods.
ther practice o* writing out confes-

.Z.a£P>?ar8 t0 haVe Spning also fom

shanuf mouthf aVe"a t0

»£Sw-th-J?,,age srew ladies of qual-
ic 0i" Presently carried to the point

!iten confessions by messeu-

JEZ a, getting absolution by the
same means in return. Now, when it is
generally understood in the Church that
the confession must be made direct bv

f?rdh/ aese 011:1 problems and

^tJ^U'"Splmin,g nr«uments to which they
5"rl«' fTP,7llH out "v an unsettled con-
lition of ionization and of dogma are al¬
most incomprehensible to us. Thus there

a learned discussion as to how fir
avray the penitent must be from the >ri"-r
fo render the confession invalid ail l it

J., gravely determined by some doctors
.*Lany Kreater distance than twenty

Question tha?^'10 be PermItted- Another
^nffth of Up Tras il()w ert>at a

twein ?]f>^-Vras t0 b0 permitted be-

answer
tten confession and the

A PRIEST'S DUTY OUTLINED
But in the course of time something like

a formula was prescribed, in which the
priest was Instructed ho-w to Interrogate
peni-ternta on the precepts of the Decalogue,
and It was made so seerchlnr that it war

.!iteT\nd^hlnmost sln? wouI'.Sl be Arreted!
^ Cvamo of the in-

So lone as it v.:* left to the

priests to frame -their own questions they
could put the imost dangerous suggestions
into tueir Inquiries, and it was openly
charged that women were led astray at the
eonfe^wional by the ingenious and wrong¬
ful interrogatories of the priests.
Mr. Lea does not hesitate to specify

how these inquiries were made iniquitous,
and points out that Ignorant and supersti¬
tious women became the victims of the
priests, partly through tholr own weakness
and partly by reason of the belief that the
priest could pardon the sin.
A curious light is thrown upon the condi¬

tion of affairs even as late as the flfeteentli
century, when ~e find that certain school¬
men held thar for a woman to sin with her
priest was not r bad as to sin with other
men, and thar his absolution held good.
Bernal Diaz is quoted to show that an 11-
lawful connection with a priest Is only a

modified sin, but as it was regarded with
special horror by the people and was apt
to keep women from the confessional,
or.arht to be frowned upon.

Still another vexed question was whether
the confessor should ask and obtain the
name of the accomplice. It was found
that the knowledge of the lapses of wo¬

men thus obtained from men who had
confessed afforded dissolute priests Im¬
measurable opportunities to take advan
tage of women.

THE BISHOPS MADE ARBITERS.
This matter, after much discussion, was

left to the regulation of Bishops and local
authorities, and, of course, great diversity
of opinion prevailed up to our own era

In 1745 Benedict XIV. directed a prohibi¬
tion to Portugal, where the confessional
had- given rise to scandals, and prohibited
the custom of Inquiring for the name of
the paramour without reasonable cause.

But this clause was 'availed of to perpet¬
uate the evil, and outside of Portuga)
there were schoolmen who Insisted thai
the edict applied only to that country. It
was not until 1749 that the Pope succeeded
by a final edict in enforcing the restric¬
tion.

It was not until the sixteenth century
that the simple expedient of a confesslona!
box was introduced Iu which the confesso:
heurd the penitent through a "grille" with
hi* faco averted. The Church in 160o
ordered the use of the confessional box in
all churches.
Mr. Lea makes it very plain that the

central authority of the Church at all times,
persistently sought to preserve the dogma
of confession both from heresies an<T from
malpractice. He quotes innumerable Papai
utterances to prove this, and clearly says
that the Church exhausted all Its re¬
sources of legislation in the attempt to
protect the confessional from abuse.
Mr. Lea's book is perhaps the greatest,

though an indirect, tribute to the Church,
because, while it points out alL the dan
gers attending the confessional on its hu¬
man and administrative side, we are en¬
abled to see that the original purpose of
ihe Church was never abandoned, and
that it has brought this important dogrn;*
up to our time purified and strengthened
by wise legislation, so that one of th-
gravest danger® both to Itself and to so
ciety at one time is -tow, thanks to the
improvement in m :i t' smselves, exerting
its vast iiiriuenc" unbeset by any of tb
.barges anrl sandals that rose against i:
In the past. NYM CRINKLE.

Small Talk
Aoout Books.

That exceedingly witty and sprightly
Mrs. Cralgle, better known, perhaps, a?
John Oliver Hdbbes, has done two very
sensible things lately quite In keepitig with
her k^en-cut character. She has said that
-he will never again have anything, to do
in her books with that extremely unpleas-
nt i rson, the "woman wittt^a past," and

she has been telling England many pleas¬
ant things about America, whence she orig¬
inally sprang, and which she recently re
\ i ited. With her usual happy expression,

I -ihe characterizes her going back to Lon-
ion ys "The Return of the Native." She

I unbosomed her?elf to the Chronicle on the
half-dozen things that most Impressed her
about Amorlean -personality. .-\nd this is
u \at theft very S\ ise woman said impressed
her moot:

Even a tranger could not be long in
rioa withou noting the dee;> religious

feeling which underlies the nrttlunal life of

parniU-d ;o the view In ray obtrusive way;
t ha# no -(suggestion of hypocrisy. Simply.
ill -have a t< religious sentiment, u

t'ltrisilan attitude, an absolute Integrity,
\he basis of the community. This doe*

not exist only uriorg" whai are called the
hur, h-going c!n«-es, but Influences th»-

sectious il.- which perhaps are not rellg
.us in strict «-UBO. It has permeated
¦verywhere, and is ,<o strong that I believe
hat th " who fail below its principles
/ould hardly br- tolerated by public opin-
on. The fact its if !s no doubt attributable
n the main to Puritan traditions, and the
:rge admixture of Roman Catholics.thel-isiv, for instance.among the population."
What an Interesting magazine symposium

.ould be made out of this ideal, with Mrs.
raigie and I'rof. >lryce, and Dean Hoi

inrt M. Paul Bourget as a partie carree!
* . *

Barring Edgar Allan Poe, doubtless the
wo best-known American writers the

I rorld over are J. Fcnlmore Cooper and
Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe. Little boy?
iu France who have no more ldesi whether
N'ew York is the capital of San Francisco,
>r vice versa, -an glibly recount to you the
wonderful t. vent! es of N ty Bumpo
iud Leather Stocking, a: 1 Uncle Tom's
'itbln" has *en irau ted Into almost
.very tongue on the face c? the globe. Two
new, fine and cot .¦!.'? ti tlons of their
works are soon to be placed upon the mar¬
ket.a literary duty tnat has been delayed
far too long.

* * *

The new edition of Mrs. Stowe's
.vork will come from the presses of
Houghton, Mifflin & Co. In sixteen vol-
imes, and will be Issued early next Au-
umn. It is true that this gentle old lady
s mainly famous as the author of "Uncle
Tom's Cabin," but her other work is none
the less valuable and Interesting.some of
t, in fact, is now much more so. Her
dories of old New England life are much
truer as to color and local conditions and
character than "Uncle Tom's Cabin" ever
was, and, therefore, decidedly more Impor¬
tant. The "Minister s Wooing," for in¬
stance, Is a forgotten Idyl of New England
life that Is exquisitely beautiful and ten-
ler, and "Old Town Folks" is rich In unc¬
tuous humor and old-time modes and mau¬
lers. It may be that she will live to see
tli the childien of her brain, even to the
third and fourth generation, about her
clothed in a way that properly befits them.
You will remember how tickled Dr. Holmes
was to see all his.in a uniform edition.
lying aide by side on a shelf. For a large
paper edition Mrs. Stowe has already writ¬
ten her firm and handsome autograph.»

The uniform edition of Cooper's books.
to be called the "Mohawk".Is to come
from the house of Putnam; in fact, one vol¬
ume."The Spy".Is already out. It should
be greeted generously, like an old, familiar
friend In a fine new gown. There arv to
be thirty-two volumes In all, handsomely
printed with clear, bold type, and.a very
sensible /Idea, for buyers.any volume may
be had separately. The binding is to be iu
simple but artistic red. and is designed to
match the Hudson edition of the work of
Washington Irving.

A Peep in
"The House."
Eugene Field's
Delightful Stories

of" Suburban
Life.

If Eugene Field had lived anotb»r week

ho would have finished his book. rho

House" (Charles Scribner's Sons). As it

was, he reached the twenty-Biith chapter
the chapter which was to mark" the calci¬
nation of a series of events which had

been related in the peculiarly charming and

often droll style which have won for the

author much of his fame.
"The House" is one of the longest con¬

secutive ,tales that Mr. Field has written,
but it loses no interest or erlspness on th&t
account. If it had been founded on a

plot, and if characters had Keen developed
and types worked out, there Is no reason

to believe that he would not have met

with the same ill success that i» common

tp nearly all short story writers and

"feuilletonists" when they abandon their
rowboatd and attempt to manoeuvre a ship.
But the author has wisely not pothered

himself with a plot, nor with cbmractrfi.
or types. He has simply put together a

series of sketches, describing the advent¬
ures, experiences and vicissitudes of one

Reuben Baker, astronomer, and his wife.
Alice, in the purchase and renovation of

a house in the suburbs. This field of
life in the suburbs and the passion for

house-owning is not new, it having been

treated with some cleverness by Mr. H. C.
Bunner, of Puck, and with unseemly hi¬

larity by many barren-minded caricaturists
and joke writers.
Mr. Baker, who is supposed to relate the

story, begins by very profusely laying all;
the blame of the house-owning fever on

his wife. "I recall," he says, "that one pf
the first wishes I heard Alice express durV
ing our honeymoon was that we should
some time be rich enough to be able to
build a dear little house for ourselves.
We were poor, of course; otherwise our

air castle would not have been 'a deal
little house,' it would have been a palatial
residence, with a dance hall at the top and
a wine cellar at the bottom thereof. I
have always observed that when the uio'

comes in the poverty flies out. 1 una

cheese and kisses are all well oiiough for

poverty-stricken romance, but as sooj .>

H poor ' man receives a windfall
thoughts turn inevitably to a contempla
tion of the probability of terrapin and
canvasbacks."
Encouraging his wife In her day-dreajn-

ing, they decided that their dear little
uoiise should be a* cottage, with roses and
Honeysuckles clambering all around, and
odor of newly mown hay and of a chicken
.raid floating* through the windows in lie
Summer season. They calculated to build
such a cottage on the legacy which Mr.
Baker's Aunt "Susan was to leave, and had
,;'one so far as to select the cite, arrange
the plans, and stufcy the subject of lire
insurance and the idwtl regulations against
keeping ferocious dogs on the premises,
when "Aunt Susan up and died, and a

fortnight later we learned that, after be¬
queathing the bulk of her property to
foreign missions, she had left me, whom
she had condescended to refer to as her
beloved nephew,' $000 in cash and her
favorite flower piece in wax, a hideous
thing which for thirty yenrs had occupied
the corner of honor in the front spare
chamber."
After this "our house" simmered and

shrivelled down from the somewhat elabor¬
ate scale on which it had been originally
planned, until it was reduced to a cottage,
of flve rooms, "though," remarks Mr.
Kaker, with some philosophy, as he relates
this circumstance, "six would have been
better." Even this idea is gradually aban¬
doned* by the astronomer, when one day his
wife startles him with the intelligence
that she had bought a house. Upon being
asked whether she has paiu anything for
it, she replies "no," but that she fully
Intended t>>. though she had -no notion as
to where the money was coming from.
Happily at this point anothnr relative

lies, and they are able 'to malt a payment
on their horse of §1,000, the balance being
taken in Mortgage.
The story then proceeds to describe the

adventures peculiar to those inexperienced
persons whg recklessly become house own¬
ers' and set themselves, in an independent
way, about the task of making the house
ready for occupancy. Knowledge Is con¬
stantly being acquired. "I did not sus¬

pect," remarks Mr. Baker at one point,
"before I became a householder that tht?
mere possession of property was capable of
making a man an object of such unflagging
interest to his fellow-creatures. I find It
»ery pleasing.-the solicitude with which
these newly made acquaintances (the ven¬
ders, agents and other polite gentlemen) re-*
^ard me, and attend upon mo, and seek to
.-din my approval. It is sweet to be be-
lovari."
The following experience wh:ch Mr. Baker

had with a tramp Is told in Eugene Field's
best style: Mr. Baker was trundling a bar¬
row when he became aware that he was be¬
ing followed by a man. He stopped and
waited for the man to approach. The
stranger's appearance indicated poverty
and all Its attendant miseries.
" 'Good sir.' said the stranger, 'pardon

me for thia intrusion, but misfortunes of a
nost grievous character compel me to
thrust myself upon your mercy. You be-
lold !n me. sir, one of the most hapless of
creatur ¦«, one whom adversity has buffeted
with cruel pertinacity and finally driven
out to become a homeless and friendless
wanderor upon the face of the earth. My
name, sir, is Percival Wax, born and reared
under the auspices of riches, but now
forced by the reverses of remorseless fat*
to Importune you for the wherewithal to
procure food and lodging."

" 'Mr. Wax.' said I, 'your appearance by
no means belies your words. 1'our ralmen*
Is torn and soiled, your shoes are no;
mates, and your hat was evidently made
for a larger head than yours. I also read
in your film eyes, your unkempt beard and
your dishevelled hair corroboration of vour
claims to intimacy with adversltv. while
I sympathize with you in your misfortune,
I cannot break one of the imperative rules
which govern the conduct of my life. If
vou are willing to work I will gladly pro¬
vide you with means of relief from your
embarrassment.'
" 'Work? Ah, kind sir,' said Mr. Wax,

eagerly, 'It is tbat which I have vainly
sought for weeks. I have been out of em¬
ployment ever since the combined efforts
of our National Administration and of our
incompetent Congress succeeded in sowing
the seeds of distrust in every mind, there¬
by stagnating business and precipitating a
financial crisis, from the debris of which I
can never hope to arise.'
" 'Can you make flower beds, Mr. Wax?'

I asked.
" 'Kind gentleman.' he answered, 'my

profession before financial ruin over¬
whelmed me was that of a landscape gar¬
dener.' "

Mr. Baker proceeds to tell how he set Mr.
Wax to work with the barrow and some
garden tools, while he himself went to the
nouse in order to brins h'.m some mustard
sandwiches and hard-boiled eggs. When he
returned Mr. Wax had gone. So had the
barrow and the tools. Whereupon Mr.
Baker retired to the cellar and attempted
to feed the mustard sandwiches and hard-
boiled eggs to the cat, who, however, would
have none of them.
The book will amuse anybody who has

the slightest sense of humor. It will both
amuse and Interest all who have ever
the house-owning fever. Unfortunately ir
was never concluded, so that we do nor
know how Professor and Mr. Baker fared
on moving in. But all of the previous ex¬

periences, which were probably not peculiar
to the Bakers, but must be common to all
persons in like circumstances.all of these
experiences are related in such a way as to
be truthful, and /et highly entertaining.
Mr. Field's humo.* is valuable because it is
not extravagant ind is not made to depend
on "lap-trap and mechanical effects, ft is
of the refined sort that appeals to an edu¬
cated intclliaenca.

"A Woman Intervenes."
By Robert Barr.

The Brightest, Breeziest Story
of the Week.An American

and an English Girl's
Combat.

In "A Woman Intervenes; or, The Mis-
trees of the lline," by Robert Barr, we

have a work of fictfon 'that wild make a

pai!>ri">*d Journey or a dull evening seem as

llffhlt as a feather to a properly const!toted
perwoa. The New York publishers are the
Frederick A. Stokes Company.
Mr. Bafr's story "^e an<* humor

pnd wrVttmi In a swift and lucid style that
adds greedy to the reader's enjoyment.
After this It Is onHy flaAr 'to say that it Is
not a grewt o* noble work.
His subjects Are hp.p^ly cfhosen. English

nove'l8ts have pearled us with too manj
country gentlemen* Mr. Barr writes intelli¬
gently of cooi'mercteJ affairs in London, and
of the edventturers and methods of an Amer-
loan newspaper. He has not made a val-
u«!Me contribution to international amity,
for Ills Americans are inclined to be lmpu-
le'1'' and vulgar and his English people
.ire' mostly refl'ned and dignified, but it Is
too good a 'book for its success to be hin¬
dered by fl'at pp'TiVsrl'ir-
The st</ry opens to a New York news¬

paper office, where lhe managing editor
instructs Jennie Brewsfie., the pretty news¬

paper woman, to go to 7 urope on a steam¬
ship and obtain a very important mining
report from two English erperts who are

to be 00 the ship.
The experts are yomig, and Jannie Brew¬

ster, by her sympathetic ways, secures the
rrport froiy- Oeorge Wentworth-one of
them. V' Uszi learns her occupation ho
i? in c *rj>«v'-. ^ Edith Longworth, the
English nes on this, as on nu-

u ei'ous iV,ln»r oc "iislons.
Tl»e atiij? if disabled. and Jennie is about

to send th - report and a story of the ac-

cid nt at-hore by boat. Then we are treat¬

ed to a thrilling account of an encounter
between a beautiful American and an

equaijy beautI'll English girl, in which the
latter wins by superior muscle and saves

Lhe rem*> afion C John Kenyon and George
VerFT re is the scene:

j ». er at once flow to her
¦ 111 XI telegram about the mint

was soc" Ie\p; lu-i' with the words count¬
ed' '.ft1 * V' .vd gold that were to DayV' 1 c.rf m> table. She resolved to

-b o'vi**' of c^lay by having the message
o "ollect.' Tlnen she dashed off. as

mucin v as !d-e opwld, a brief and very
craohic aco«in- o' the (fsaster which had
overtaken "the caloric. 1t his account wa
sl'phtlv exaggerated Mi£s Krewster had no
time to tone it down. Picturesque and
dramatic fcrintion was what "he aimed
.>t Her ised new over the paper witi.
woat rapiditvi and she look«l up every
.w and then, through her statOToem win
dow to seTdarfgling iv-m the ropes th.
boat'that was to make the otteicpt to leacli
the Irish coast.

A SPIKITED SITUATION.
"As slip could Thus see how the prepara¬

tions for the departure were going foiward.
she lingered longer than she might other

have done and added line after line
to the dispatch, which told of the disaster.
"At saw the men taking th«*rAt la*, n

lonsboat; She hurriedi?

j?m it. rn'ii that was necessary to pay

one band, the en-. I
she did so shesprang to her feet. R"^
backward.Save a shrl'**?,h h«r >»jKk to the door was' Standing with '-loii enteredEdith Long-wort^ not know.the stateroom Miss j ; tnv thesa »«"

S& M>r «h= ae-

m-l1m here,' said Miss Longworth, 'be¬
cause I wish to taik witii : ^ t talk to" 'Stand aside: 1 ba\ » no ume 1

at tQ
vou lust now. I told y°U T 'oll >

see von again. Stand aside, ,1 tell you.
" "'I shn.ll not stand aside.

siavs^t^1 .»,,s mw

"HSSsr«s ¦as

?aed for attemptipg such a th-nfe
» SdaS'yo, vixen, or I will strike

yon.' f"rS?a moment the two.girls stood there,
the <vne Unshed and ^.'^a'ck against the
8^?Tand ' .^^%g|oweShowiaMuiA glance thwn^ the window

hefoaAd thaV& were steadily, lowering
away. vnll vmi wretch!'

sswrsfrjyss
bhw «ferssnfione hand ana toe u

Docket, which,

Snl.>s II l" ansnj^ »

otpnmer a loud and*VCr?n!rr clfeer Both glanced up to seerlnfflng c:heer. DU butslt was n0.t in sight.where the boat wa. .. ,.n_ down past theSeveral ropes wore dangling
on the

f"V nSi "brewster flung open the heavy

as: «*-

rousing^cheer r^g ouVfroTthole wh^rere
looked out of tn ^ lg away from thecrest of the wa .

R moment ap.vessel, she taw the^hite gUtter of s]x drip-pear, showing vanished down the otherP^^??h'e wave lnlTthe trough of the sea.Bi-Now! Ml Brewster,' she said, 'you are
at liberty to go.' "

A OTjIT jCH AMERICAN GIRL.
When Miss Brewster arrived in London

.he set to work to amuse herself and
make copy with the help of * titled chap¬
eron. Her first interview with Lady \\ 11-

1(>^Ladr 1Willow ^'ufought all American girls
«-ere born daughters of millionaires In ac-
¦nrdfince with *ome unexplained Western
br-aw of nature, and imagined that their

object in desiring to eater London so-

rl.-ty was to purchase f°,^nth0efmtShiVIfrlB,ir»t4 or less expensive scion of the am
toeracy She was. therefore, Inclined to
resent meeting a shrewd««parently determined on getting the vaine

'It'un'not7mr custom to chaffer about
terms,' said Lsdy Willow with much dag-
Dl't'Jr'It is mine.' replied Jennie complacent¬
ly; 'I always like to know what I am buy¬
ing. and tho price I am to pay fo-r It.
" 'You are dealing with me, said the

I lady, rising indignantly, 'as if you were

engaging a cook. I am sure we would not
suit each other at all.'
" 'Please sit down, Lady Willow, and

don't be offended. Let u<< talk it over in
an amicable manner, even If we come to no

arrangement. I think a cock an exceeding¬
ly important person, and I assure you I
would treat one in the most deferential
manner, while with you, on the other hand,
I talk in an open and frank way, as be¬
tween friend and friend. I take it that
you and I are somewhat smilarly situated.
We are neither of us rich, and so we have
each of us to earn the money we need in
our own way. It would be dishonest if I
pretended to you that I was wealthy, and
then couldn't pay what you expected after
you had done all you could for me.now,
wouldn't it? Very well, if you have any
one else to chaperon who can afford to
pay more than I can, you shouldn't bother
about me at all, but secure a richer client.'
"Lady Willow remembered that this was

not the season when rich clients abounded,
so she smothered her resentment and sat
down again.
" 'That's right,' said Jennie, 'we'll hare a

nice quiet talk, whatever comes of it.
Now, if you like, I could write a lovely
article about you in the Sunday Argus, and
then all rich girls who come over here
would go direct to you.'
" 'Oh, dear! Oh, dear!' cried Lady Wil-

Jow. evidently inexpressibly shocked at the
idea. 'You would surely never do so cruel

thing as that? If my friends knew I
chaperoned young ladies and took money
for it I would never be allowed to enter
tholr doors again.'
" 'Ah. T didn't fMnk of thnt. course,

it wouldn't do. What a curious thing it Is
that those who want to be wrtttcfc up in

the papers generally never see their names

In print, while those who don't want to
have anything said about them are the peo¬
ple the reporters are always after.'
" 'Do yoir write for the papers, then?'
" 'For one of them.'
"'How dreadful!' said Lady Willow, ris¬

ing again, with an air of finality about her
movement. It was evident that any deal¬
ings with this American girl were out of
the question.
" 'Do sit down strain. Lady Willow. We

will take it that I am hopelessly ineligible,
nd so say no more ibout it, but I do want

to huve a talk wlrii vou.'
" 'But.you will write something.'
" 'I shall not write a word about you or

about anything you tell me. You see, your
profession Is as strange to me as mine is
to you.'
" 'My profession? I have none.'
" 'Well, w!i"<r>vpr yon rill it. T mean

the way in which you make your money.'
"Lady Willow sighed aud tlie tears came

into her eyes."
In spite of the trlok si <> had played on

George Wentworth. Miss T'.re-.vster did not
dislike hln>.far from it. In fact, she went
through a Ionic series of hazardous ndvon-
tnr"s. wli?cb «ared hi" fort-tine ftn'l very
properly brought him to time. One of the
adventures v as to take service as a
mald in an Knglish house.
One Crupper, boss of New York, plninlv

intended for Richard Croker. is cori< Tried
In a yery interesting incident in the story,
"Ithough he does not appear in per-.otj.

I!. O.

A knowledge of the y/hy and the
how is realiy the long-sought secret of
saccess. When gained and applied
(earnestly good results are sure to
follow,

,200^ Suits made to measure in
one week. This is the combined busi¬
ness of our eight New York sales¬
rooms. We are foreign mill agents
have our own workshops.save the
middleman s and sweaters' profits
That's our story.Suit or Overcoat
to measure, $15.NO MORE NO
LESS.
WOOLLEN WAREHOUSE,

and Mail Order Department,
38. Walker St.

W. C. LOFTUS & CO.,
8 Branch Salesrooms in This City.
Arcade Building, 71 Broadway
Equitable Building, 120 Broadway

7th floor.
Postal Telegraph Building, 253

Broadway, 7th floor.
579 Broadway, between Prince and

Houston.
119*1 Broadway, near 28th street.

(Store.) (Open evenings.)
Warehouse and Mail Order Depart¬

ment, 38 Walker street.
Send for Samples and Self-Measure¬

ment Blanks.

Your clothes pressed and kept in
repair.no charge.

48 Wood St., London, England.

Art ^PJ°^TEr stylb-

TWO STORES*

1Q6 Broadway, near Cortland* st.

1237 Broadway, between 30th and 81st st».

THE CRANDHl CIRRIA3EC0
5#» 3d Ave.

Established Orer 50 Irs.
Wholesale and ltetall.
Largest and most com.

plate assortment ot Babr
Carriages. Latest ltn-
prored designs at lowest
prices. Send for cata¬
logue with ful; descrip.
tlons. Also Velocipedes,
Tricycles, Doll Carriages,
etc. All made up *o our
well-known standard. IU-
palrs. Open evenings.

At Vantine's. At Vantine's.

The artistic
And enterprising Japs
challenge the world in their production of Porcelains. As
wa^es are low in Japan, and as we are the largest dealers in
the world in these goods, our prices are correspondingly low.

50
BLUE AND WHITE
MANTEL VASES,

59c.,
reduced in price from $1.00
to close out.

1,000
F ANCY SHAPE

TEACUPS AND SAUCERS,
40c.,

reduced m price from $1.25
to close out.

100
BLUE AND WHITE

VEGETABLE DISHES,
75c.,

reduced in price from $1.50
to close out.

65
BLUE AND WHITE

CRACKER JARS,
20c.

A. A. VANTINE & CO.,
The largest Japanese, Chi¬

nese and India House in
the world,
877-879 Broadway, N. Y

200
FINE

HARLEQUIN PLATES,
$7.20 DOZ.,

with assorted bird and flower
decorations ; very artistic.

800
BLUE AND WHITE

TEACUPS AND SAUCERS,
20c.,

very fashionable and up to
date.

40
TOKIO TEA SETS,

$1.00,
consisting of tea pot, sugar
bowl and creamer, with
lovely floral decorations.

45
IMARI UMBRELLA STANDS,

$2.00,
extra good value.

75
SATSUMA

MANTEL VASES,
50c.,

assorted shapes, reduced
from $1.00 to close out.

A. A. VANTINE & CO.,
v The Largest Japanese, Chi.

\ - ¦y k nese and India House in
^ the World.

877-879 Broadway, X, IT

$250.00 in CASH PREMIUMS.
FIRST PREMIUM, $100.00.

SB'Ctf&TSO ff*SCrr'19 «50.0<» FBmJ S»ge $80.00
THIRD VitiZM a<M»0 SBX'S'HH 1S.OO
FOI'ICTH PRIG9IIOI.... S.I.OO SiiUJMHJJI.. 10.00

Everybody is invited to participate in a contcst to ascertain the greatest number
of words which can be made from the letters contained in the following sentence :

"USE TOPPAN'S CLEARENE FOR WASHING."

SPECIAL OFFER UNTIL MAY 20, 1896.
We will give tlie FIRST PREMIUM to the person wernliiiff us before

May ^O. 189(5, the la,rsrest lust of English words made from the letter*
contained in the sentences

USE TOPPAN'S CLEARENE FOR WASHING.
We will give the SECOND, THIRD, FOURTH, FIFTH, SIXTH and SEV¬

ENTH PREMIUMS, respectively, to the persons sending us before May 20, 1806,
the second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh largest lists of English words
made from the letters contained in the sentence:

USE TOPPAJi'S CLEA RENE FOB WASHING.

The following are the Conditions of the Contest:
FIRST.la making up words, no letter can be used in a single word more tira?s than it ap¬

pears In the sentence: -'Use Toppan's Clearene i'or Washing."
SECOND.Geographical and proper names will be rejected, and no word shall be counted

which does not appear in Webster's, Worcester's, Century or Standard Dictionary.
THIRD.Let tens' on which there is postage duo will not lie acjceptedi from the mails.
FOURTH.All words, as well as the name and full address at each contestant, must bo

diStFIPTH-EAOH UIST MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A I.JU1EU, CUT FROM
THE FRONT OF A PACKAGE OF "CLEAREJfE," AS DESCRIBED BELOW.

SIXTH -Lists will lv rejected which are accompanied by labels cut from the front of pack*
ages marked "HtEE r,M) SECURE LABELS.

Go to your Grocer and buy a package of "Clearene," which
is the best Washing Powder on the market.
IF YOUR GROCER DOES NOT KEEP "CLEAR¬

ENE," YOU SHOULD BEQUEST HIM TO GET If
AT ONCE.
If he will not do this, SEND US TEN CENTS AND
WE WILL MAIL YOU A TRIAL PACKAGE; after
using tlxe Powder, cut out and send us With your list of woijds
the whole front label of the package, containing the words
"Toppao's Clearene." In cutting out labels, follow tha
heavy black line on the front of each package.
Contestants will pleas© mail the envelopes containing their lists

and labels to the
PREMIUM DEPARTMENT,

TOPPAN M'F'G^CO.,
P- O. BOX 1985, NEW YORK.

Still Going On,
That wonderful "Carpet sale of ours. Never sold so

many goods. People ean't help buying at our prices.
Think of getting

BI6EL0W AXM!NSTERS, made and laid, $1.49
MOQUETTES . . . made and laid, .80
WORSTED VELVETS . made and laid, .35
BODY BRUSSELS, . made and laid, .85

And then there is the overstock of Brussels, Tapestries,
Wiltons, Velvets, Axminsters, etc., which our mills have
ordered us to sell at once.cost not to be considered.

Wonderful bargains in "made-up Carpets, Oriental and
Domestic Bugs, etc.

J. & J. DOBSON,
2 East 14th St. g809-811 Chestnut St.,

Philadelphia.

\\\\\v*
"'.. * * --VS.-*- -A ^'.y.

Cannot detect the slightest discoloration or decay
upon teeth cleaned with

MISS MARIE STIJDHOLMH, m--- g ST
the English Actress, now in this
country, has beautiful teeth. On Pare ano Fragrant.
February 20, 18V6, she wrote ot .cOZOOONT: " It makes pretty te*ttl,asI can heartily testify." A sample of Sozodont if yon send three cents.for postage and
mention this vap°r. Address IIai.l <fe Ruckel, Wholesale I)ru ;f ists. New York City.
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